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Dear FD Families, Friends and Allies –

It’s always a pleasure to put our annual Journal together; it helps us see how much love 
is out there for our beloved FD community.  This past year has been challenging, to say 
the least; the situation in Israel/Gaza continues to be of enormous concern.  We send not 
only our thoughts and prayers to our FD families in Israel but have also provided support 
at their request to be sure that they have access to mental health counseling during this 
very worrisome time.

Given all that has been going on, we are especially grateful to everyone who took the 
time to offer beautiful messages and send in wonderful photos for this year’s FD Journal. 
Between the covers of this book, it’s possible to literally see the FD world materialize, 
with enormous care, heartfelt wishes, as well as rich memories that mark the present 
while also helping us build the future.  The contributions that underwrite each page 
provide crucial support to our wide-ranging efforts to help those with FD have the best 
lives possible.  This Journal – along with our many other fundraising activities -- mean 
that as a Foundation, we have been able to: 

• continue to support the expert care provided by our outstanding medical team 
at the Dysautonomia Treatment Center in New York City; 
• provide virtual meet-ups and individualized mental health support for our 
community;
• offer group meetings for FD family members who are eager to connect with 
others who understand the complexities of managing FD;
• organize and run our annual virtual FD Day in cooperation with the Dysau-
tonomia Treatment Center, bringing hundreds of people together to learn about 
the latest FD research and most effective treatments, and to connect people 
across the globe; and 
• collaborate with Rick Guidotti and his team at Positive Exposure for an 
incredible February 2024 solo exhibition of FD artist Peter Sonenshein at the 
PE109 Gallery.

The recent past has also been marked by sadness for those who have lost loved ones 
who lived with FD. As some of you know, my husband Fred and I lost our beloved 
daughter Samantha, z”l, on Sunday, September 24/Elul 29, the last day of 5782, at the 
age of 33.  Along with others, we have had to find our way through this difficult time when 
it feels like there is a hole in the universe. For me, my memories of Sam’s efforts to build 
awareness of FD are particularly comforting, inspiring me to continue in my 12th year as 
President of the Familial Dysautonomia Foundation. I’d like to give you a sense of Sam’s 
commitments and her voice by sharing a short excerpt of her Dvar Torah from her Bat 
Mitzvah. 
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My Torah portion is Devarim. Moses and the Israelites are at the River Jordan. They have been 
wandering in the desert for forty years since they left Egypt and are about to cross into Israel. 
That was when God told Moses that he could not enter the Promised Land. My connection with 
the Torah portion is very personal. Due to my familial dysautonomia, I have a lot of challenges 
in my life and deal with many medical issues every day. For me, that is like wandering in the 
desert. I also have a dream of my own Promised Land, a world with a cure or at least ways to 
make life easier for me and everyone with FD. That helps me get through all the tough times, 
just like the idea of the Promised Land did for Moses and the Jews. I think that almost everyone 
has difficult times, but if they have dreams about how to make the world better, it makes a big 
difference. And I think that even though Moses didn’t get to the Promised Land, his dream was 
fulfilled because he helped the next generation. To help make my dream come true, I have 
dedicated my bat mitzvah to raising awareness and money for the Familial Dysautonomia 
Foundation to support FD research and treatments. No matter what happens, it makes me feel 
really great that I can make a difference in the lives of people with FD, even if I don’t get to the 
Promised Land.

Sam never got to her version of the Promised Land, but her life WAS made so much longer, 
better, and remarkable because of the superb care that she received from the Dysautonomia 
Treatment Center staff.  They were always there to help her through many medical emergen-
cies, while also serving the whole FD community, whether providing direct care or by working 
with families at a distance, consulting with their local medical team to be sure all involved are 
aware of the most effective protocols. For a condition as rare as FD, this kind of sharing of the 
most up-to-date knowledge is essential.

In addition to our medical staff, we have an incredible network of FD researchers who make up 
our Scientific Advisory Board, working on everything from new treatments for crisis, to break-
through genetic interventions that have the potential to alter the effects of the FD mutation.  
 
On behalf of the Foundation and its dedicated and talented staff, I want to express profound 
gratitude to each and every one of you for your contributions to this year’s Journal.  I hope we 
can all continue to live up to Sam’s dream, one shared by so many in the FD world: to carry 
forward the mission of our small but mighty Foundation, founded over 70 years ago by a small 
group of extraordinary parents dedicated to improving the lives of those with FD. 

We’re all in this together. 

With deep appreciation,

Faye Ginsburg
President, 
Familial Dysautonomia Foundation
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Familial Dysautonomia (FD) – pronounced “dys-auto-NO-mia” – is a devastating 
neurological disease that occurs almost exclusively in people with Ashkenazi Jewish 
heritage. FD is inherited in an autosomal recessive manner, when both otherwise healthy 
parents pass on their copy of a mutated IKAP gene to their unborn child. The misread 
DNA “blueprint” profoundly disrupts the normal development of the sensory and autonom-
ic nervous systems. Infants are born unable to sense information coming from inside their 
own bodies.

All the normal bodily functions we take for granted are gone awry in people with FD. As 
people with FD are insensitive to pain, they lack an essential protective mechanism and 
often severely burn or injure themselves. Blood pressure swings from dangerously high 
to extremely low. People with FD also face problems with feeding, breathing and walking 
and confront an uncertain future with kidney failure and blindness looming at a young 
age.

Crying without tears is a signature feature of FD, hence the teardrop in our “FD” logo. A 
world without pain and tears exists, but it is far from a carefree existence.

People with FD face unimaginable daily struggles. They must survive frequent bouts of 
pneumonia, uncontrollable vomiting attacks triggered by their own emotions, and there 
are times when the drive to take another breath fails while sleeping.

FD is a devastating disorder that causes severe physical, emotional and social problems. 
Nearly every major bodily function is impaired. Living with FD is a daily challenge for 
those who are affected as well as their families.

Features of FD include:

WHAT IS FD

• Infants born with poor suck & feeding 
problems
• Malnutrition & failure to thrive
• Poor muscle tone (hypotonia)
• Aspiration pneumonias
• Delays in milestones like walking & talking
• Unexplained high fevers & very low 
temperatures
• Almost no reaction to pain

• Inability to taste
• Episodic vomiting
• Drenching sweats
• Uncontrollable flushing of the skin
• Abnormal spine curvature
• Learning disabilities
• Kidney failure
• Sleep apnea
• Walking & coordination problems
• Blindness 
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Dear FD Community,

We commence 2024 with great anticipation and are thrilled to share the latest advancements and 
innovations happening at the Dysautonomia Center. Our commitment to improving the lives of 
those affected by FD remains unwavering, and we are excited to introduce groundbreaking 
developments that redefine patient care. 

We have embraced cutting-edge technologies to assess blood pressure in the comfort of your 
own home for extended periods. This innovative approach ensures a more relaxed testing 
environment and provides a richer dataset as patients continue with their regular activities while 
wearing the device.

Our aspiration to enhance the quality of life takes a significant step forward with a new modality 
designed to treat autonomic crises at home, reducing the need for hospitalizations. We are 
embarking on a clinical trial that brings the hospital to your homes, pioneering a patient-centric 
approach to care. Ensuring every patient receives the best medical care remains our top priority. 
We diligently update our care guidelines, incorporating recommendations that aid in preventing 
complications, and making certain that you receive the highest standard of healthcare. After 
decades of dedicated work in collaboration with basic scientists, we are on the verge of testing 
disease-modifying treatments.

Recognizing the diverse needs of our community, the Dysautonomia Center continues to offer 
both face-to-face and telehealth options. Whether you reside far away or face difficulties in 
coming to the center, we are delighted to welcome you and your families. We aim to foster a 
continuous connection with you, ensuring that you always feel engaged with us.

We have expanded our support groups for family and friends, fostering a stronger sense of 
community. Our annual art competition, a tradition during FD day, has seen an exceptional 
number of submissions. Evolving from a photography contest, it now embraces all forms of artistic 
expression and media, capturing the full range of creativity within the FD brain.

We express our heartfelt gratitude for your ongoing support. Your contributions enable the 
Dysautonomia Center to drive forward these innovative projects and make a tangible difference in 
the lives of those affected by dysautonomia.

Together, let's redefine possibilities and empower lives.

Warm regards,

Horacio Kaufmann, MD Alejandra Gonzalez-Duarte, MD
Director, NYU Dysautonomia Center Associate Director, NYU Dysautonomia Center
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The Team at NYU’s Dysautonomia Center

the well-being of the FD community

Mecky Kuijpers

Andreana Barnett,
FNP-BC

Maria Alejandra 
Gonzalez-Duarte 

Briseno, MD
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The Familial Dysautonomia Foundation has always supported biomedical 
research including the quest to find the FD gene mutation, believing from the 
outset this would reduce the number of FD births, help us better understand 
the disease and open the door to possible genetic therapies.

Our first breakthrough came in the 1990's, when researchers identified a DNA 
marker that enabled prenatal testing for families that already had a child with 
FD. In 2001, after a decade of searching, the FD gene mutation was finally 
discovered as a splice mutation in the gene IKBKAP (also called ELP1) on 
chromosome 9q. This finding not only sparked a flurry of interest into how the 
gene functions, but also allowed general population carrier testing.

In 2004, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists formally 
recommended that FD testing be offered to at-risk families.  As a result of this 
push, the birth rate of FD newborns plummeted worldwide.  This was the 
starting line in our race to end FD; but we did not stop there.

After more than 15 years of continued efforts in the laboratory and in the 
clinic, 2020 marked a turning point for FD research.  Under the new leader-
ship of Dr. Frances Lefcort and Dr. Adrian Gilbert, the Scientific Advisory 
Board (SAB) added outstanding talent from the scientific, pharmaceutical and 
medical fields from the US, Israel and worldwide.  The re-energized SAB is 
now taking a more active role in stewarding the progress of prospective FD 
therapies through the development pipeline.

Today, the FD community of researchers are pursuing a number of promising 
treatments including small molecules, anti-sense oligonucleotides and gene 
therapy, and they are optimistic that one or more may soon be ready for 
testing in the clinic.  We are especially encouraged that several niche organi-
zations have shown interest in supporting our efforts to take some of these 
initiatives to the next level.

We are grateful for the time, talent and dedication of our SAB.  With the 
ongoing support of our community, together we will continue to prevent, treat 
and hopefully one day cure FD.

GENETIC RESEARCH
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR
THE LONGSTANDING AND 

LOYAL SUPPORT OF 

OUR CHAPTERS   

Chicago

Israel

Montreal

South Florida

United Kingdom
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Michael,

We adore you and love spending time with you! 
You are so kind, smart, funny, and brave.

All our love,
Mom, Dad, Rob and Rikki, Joe, Nate, 

Prissy and Ricky, Elly, and Emmy
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IN HONOR OF

OUR THREE BEAUTIFUL GIRLS

PERRY

SYDNEY

CODY

LOVE,
MOM and DAD
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In loving memory 
of our dear mother 
and grandmother, 

Balfura LemerBalfura Lemer

The Byrne Family
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Samantha Myers, Z”l, 1989-2022

You brought so much joy to everyone.
We love you always.

Faye Ginsburg and Fred Myers
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Steven,

President John F. Kennedy won the Pulitzer Prize when he wrote
“Profiles in Courage”

Had he Known you,
The first chapter would have been about you!

You inspire everyone you meet with your upbeat inquiring personality.

We are so proud of you and love you very much,

Mom and Dad

STEVEN WEXLER
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Wishing

Steven WexlerSteven Wexler

a happy 
and healthy

2024.

Love,

Mark and Melissa
Halperin
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Photo Credits to Rick Guidotti of Positive Exposure
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In Loving Memory
of

Lauren Jamie Adler

and
In honor of our amazing children 

and grandchildren

Joseph, Eliana, Perry, and Sammy Adler

We love you so much!!

Vivian and Gerry Adler

'And wherever you've gone
And wherever we might go
It doesn't seem fair
Today just disappeared
Your light's reflected now
Reflected from afar
We were but stones
Your light made us stars'
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THE DISNEY CRUISE WAS ANOTHER ITEM 

CROSSED OFF OF YOUR BUCKET LIST!

YOUR SMILE LIGHTS UP OUR WORLD.

WE LOVE YOU,

MOM AND SARAH

MICHAEL BRENNER
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In loving memory of 

David Brenner  

May his memory be a blessing  

The Steiner Family
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Best wishes to the

Familial Dysautonomia Foundation

From

Ken Sonnenfeld

And

Peg Brivanlou
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IN MEMORY

 

ANDREA LYNNE HAUBEN
FEBRUARY 2, 1984 – MARCH 21, 2009

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

The Hauben Family  
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In Honor of 
our children 

Joshua

Adam + Liz

* * * * *

And we welcome 
with love

Madeleine Elle
Jordan Isaac

We love you so much 
Mom and Dad
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In Honor Of 

Josh KietzJosh Kietz

Amy & Joseph 
Perella
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Friends of

Josh Kietz
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  IN LOVING MEMORY
of

MY PARENTS
JULIAN and PHYLLIS LINKER

and
MY BROTHER

STEPHEN LINKER

YOUR STRENGTH, HUMOR AND LOVE
CONTINUES TO GUIDE ME

~FOREVER IN MY HEART
SUSAN LINKER
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Steven Schwartzberg
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IN HONOR

OF

BRIAN SOLOMONS

AND HIS FAMILY

BEST WISHES FOR HEALTH

AND

HAPPINESS.

Love,

                                   Jill, Sandy, Johnny and Brittany
Sirulnick
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In Honor of

Michael Baranoff

The Ades Family
Alan, Carla, Renna, Louis & Nancy
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In honor of 

Michael Brenner

our amazing 
nephew and cousin. 

May all good things 
come your way in 2024! 

With Love, 

Aunt Robin, Uncle Brian, 
Cousins Alex and Maddie.
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MICHAEL BRENNER

AUNT ADELE & UNCLE PAUL
COUSINS DANIELLE, ETHAN, HENRY & REISS

COUSINS ALYSON, CRAIG, ERIC & ABIGAIL 
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In loving memory of 

RRachael Leah Eisenson Zachael Leah Eisenson Z””LL 

my best friend ever.
I miss you so much.

Veronica Segal
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Even though it has been six years,
there isn’t a day that goes by

in which we don’t think about
you and feel your presence.

You are always in our hearts
and words cannot express
how much we miss you.

Love,
Mom and Dad

Scott
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Scott,
You have the soul of an angel, a heart of gold and a spirit that 
will forever remain with those who love you.  You exemplify 
grace, courage, compassion, sweetness, love and everything 
that is good.  Your quiet wisdom, your capacity to love and 
your bravery is something we will always admire and strive for.  
You led your life with dignity and you truly enjoyed life to the 
fullest.  We will miss that sweet smile, but will carry it with us, 
always and forever.  We love you with all of our heart.

Love,
Rachel and Mark  
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In Honor of all the 
fabulous FD patients and 
their incredible families. 

You have enriched my life 
immeasurably and will 
forever be in my heart. 

Dr. Felicia Axelrod
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In Honor of

All Those Who Work So Hard

In the Fight Against FD

Howard and Tova Weiser 
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In Memory of 

Adam Scott Gerson  

–

Susan and Jim  
Michelle - Alexis 

Shari and Mike
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In loving memory of

Katherine Merle Irlen
1964 – 2006

Harvey and Barbara Irlen
Kevin and Anita Irlen

Steve and Jennifer Irlen 
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In Honor of Our Gabi

Who has surpassed all our 
expectations. She is now 
studying to be a life coach 
and work with her peers. 
As her Grandma, I'm 
willing to be her guinea 
pig.

We love you Gabi, and 
are very PROUD of your 

accomplishments.

Gma, Aunt Roni, 
Alexa, Milo & Thor
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Welcome

Kietz Twins!

Madeleine Elle

Jordan Isaac

October 3, 2023

Love,
Uncle Josh
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Dear Uncle Josh,

We can’t control the love we have 
for you and our growing Family. 

Love Forever,

Grandma & Grandpa
Anita & Stanley
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Josh Kietz 

We constantly learn from you what the really 
important things are: 

Love, kindness, caring, family. 

You are truly special. 

Your accomplishments inspire all of us. 

We Love you !!!! 

Aunt Judi, Uncle Lenny, Shara, David, Kim, Jake 
 

42



43



In memory of my beloved niece, Sam, who brought joy and 
delight to all who knew her, and in honor of her extraordinary 
parents, Faye Ginsburg and Fred Myers, who do so much for 

the Foundation. I hold you all in love and gratitude.

Aunt Deb
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Our Amazing Son & Grandson

In Memory of Adam

In Honor of Jack

Forever Loved

Gail & Stan Posnack
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FOR A SPECIAL UNCLE,

BROTHER AND FRIEND

BRIAN JAY SOLOMONS

WE LOVE YOU SO VERY MUCH!

WE RESPECT AND ADMIRE YOUR

COURAGE, STRENGTH AND CHARACTER.

Love,

Scott, Sheryl, Alex, Rachel, Josh & Ali
Haberman
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In honor of those who fight this disease

and the people who support them…

May there one day be a cure!

The Ginsberg Family

Stephanie, Ian, Alec, Wendy & Reed  
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IN HONOR OF

BRIAN SOLOMONS

STEVEN WEXLER

and

IN MEMORY OF

SCOTT FASS

Your courage and strength inspire us.
May a cure be found soon!

Adela and Mitchell Kahn
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“Sometimes being a brother 
is even better than being a 

superhero.” ~ 

Marc Brown

Steve, 
you're our 
superhero. 

 
Love, 

Stef, Jay, Ella, & LJ
Bryan & Nicole
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Wishing 

Steven WexlerSteven Wexler 

a great 2024

With Love and Admiration

All of the Greenlands
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In Honor of 

Steven Wexler

The most courageous
and kind person

we ever met.
He is truly a hero!

With love for 2024 and beyond

Carol Weissman 
Richard Kopelman
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In Honor of

Steven Wexler

And all his family
and friends who 

fight this disease.

We all look forward 
to the day that 

there will be a cure!

With love,

The Zack Family 
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In Honor of 

Paul and Karen 
Wexler

  

For the boundless love and 
support you have given to 
your amazing son Steven 

–
 Continue this 
important work 

–

Deby & Steve Cohen
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Dear Lauren,

Your contagious smile, a radiant beam,

In our hearts, it’s an enduring dream.

Everlasting love from a soul so pure,

Gives us strength, helps us endure.

Life without you is never the same,

Only the memories, they do remain.

In every whisper of the wind, in every star’s twinkle above, 

We feel your presence, your endless love.

In our thoughts, you forever dwell,

In the beauty of stories we continue to tell.

Though time marches on, and the world spins anew,

Our love for you deepens, forever true.

With all our love,

Uncle Simon & Aunt Robin

Bracha & Oded, Chanoch & Ester, Yoel & Tali, Daniel & Yael 

Elkana & Cherut, Bat Shachar, Eitan, Hodaya, Ayala, Yosef Eliyahu, 

Sinai, Achinoam, Shai, Lavi, Harel, and Eden
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Morganʼs Story MMXXIII

I swear, someone moved 
the road!

Our understanding is that 
Morgan has been trying 
out professions for a while 
now. Karate, sailor, singer, 
and now bus driver. First it 
was karate but Morgan is 
a big guy and he kept 
yelling “Hulk Smash”, and 
after a while nobody 
wanted to get on Morganʼs 
bad side so, he couldnʼt 
do that for a living. Then 
there was sailing but the 
thrill in that was yelling 
“Ramming Speed” and 
then aiming at the other 
boats, so that was not a 
great fit. Singing could 

have worked, and Morgan still sings in a choir, but there is not 
much gelt in singing alongside 20 other people. No, Morgan 
needed something where people could see him the way we 
see him, as the leading man in a black and white picture show 
that turns to color as the show progresses, because that is his 
life. So, Morgan became a Bus Driver and I think the photo of 
him at the wheel says it all. That last turn was a little wet. But 
above all else Morgan is resilient so perhaps next year...
Airplane Pilot!

Love from your not-so-secret admirers,

Auntie Carole, Uncle Bernie, Cousin(e)s Lauren, Sydnee, 
and Alex, Francis, James, and Lily

Morgan Asinowski
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Michael Baranoff 

My Dearest Michael,

You are my very special grandson. 
Your achievements are remarkable, 
including graphic designs, a great 
card and game player, and all 
around fun guy.

You’re always an inspiration.

My love always,

Grandma Prissy 

58



Michael Baranoff, 

we love you!

Amy, Scott, Mia, 
Rachel and Jacob
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In honor of our beautiful daughters

Frances Emily 
Natalie Rose

We are so proud of both of our daughters!! 
You continue to awe us with your 

determination, drive and tremendous 
joy you bring to us each and every day!!

We love both of you so with all of our hearts!! 

Mommy & Daddy
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In honor of my two beautiful nieces and cousins

Frannie & Natalie

I’m so incredibly proud of both of you and 
your Extrordinary accomplishments!

 Love you both!!

Uncle Ellis and Tessa
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In loving memory of 

Scott Fass  

You will continue to inspire us.  
You were the strongest person 

who defied all the odds and will 
always be remembered.

Love,

Brooke, Jeremy
Luke & Ben
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Our dear Jamie, 

Your life was a blessing, 
Your memory a treasure. 

You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure. 

All our love ... always,

Mommy & Daddy
Jessica, Matt, Leah & Emma
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In loving memory of our precious

Jonathan Michael Gordon
March 11, 1990 – October 3, 2008

Always smiling, feeling great
and never complaining

no matter what the situation was!

You are in our hearts forever!

Love,
Debbie, Daniel,

Benjamin, Shayla, 
Mila, and Mason Gordon

and Edna Sydney
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HONORING OUR AMAZING 
NURSE PRACTITIONERS, 

ZENITH AND KAIA

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
HARD WORK AND DEDICATION 

TO THE FD COMMUNITY. 

WE APPRECIATE YOU!

THE BRENNER FAMILY
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In Honor of 

Josh Kietz

Harry & Elizabeth 
DiSimone
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Jordan & Leslie 
Mayer 

Honoring 

Joshua KietzJoshua Kietz
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To Our Wonderful Grandson 

Ezra Kress
 

Keep up your sunny disposition. 
You are the most courageous 

person we know. 

May 2024 bring you better 
health and much happiness. 

We love you very much,

Grandma & Grandpa
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In Honor of 

Ezra Kress
 

You have great taste in tv 
shows, movies, and cousins. 

We love you!

Lisa, Brian, Shayna and Ari
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In everlasting Memory
of our beloved daughter

Amy Jill Lehrer

and her beloved father & 
my dearest husband

Donald Lehrer
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IN LOVING MEMORY

OF

PHYLLIS, 
JERRY,

AND

STEPHEN
LINKER

JEAN AND STEVE ANREDER

73



In Loving Memory of 

Evan Rosenthal

With love,

Debbie and Joan and Stephanie and Susan 
and our families

Your bright smile lit up our lives.
Sweet memories of you continue to be a blessing. 

You are always in our hearts.
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In memory of: 

The Rosenthal Men

Richard Davis Rosenthal

Evan Robert Rosenthal

Seth Andrew Rosenthal

Always in my heart,

Loren Rosenthal
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In honor of 

Brian Solomons 

Your courage and strength
are an inspiration 

Lynda and Hal Katz
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In Honor of

Brian Solomons

and

Steven Wexler

Wishing you the best of health
and happiness always!!!

Joanie & Don Fisher 
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We are thrilled to be able to see so many of Peterʼs 
beautiful paintings at David and Jenniferʼs home and are 
delighted to have several of his paintings in our home. We 
are grateful that he has survived Familial Dysautonomia 
for so long and that he is very active despite his health 
problems. It is always fun to spend time with Peter, his 
parents Jennifer and David and his sister and her family 
(Emily, Judah and children Sam and Ari), although we live 
so far away that we canʼt do it often enough.

With love - Peterʼs Aunt Gail and Uncle Linc, Cousin Dina, 
Cousin Adam and his wife Jenna and their children 
Samantha and Jack

David and Peter Sonenshein
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Peter Sonenshein

Congratulations
On your

Wonderful
Art Show

Leslie and Warren
Noel and Bruce
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In Honor 
and Memory of 

Harvey RosenzweigHarvey Rosenzweig 

and his
Strong and Deep Love of 

Steven Wexler.Steven Wexler.

The Brauns
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We are Honored to Support

Steven Wexler

And The
 

Familial Dysautonomia 
Foundation

Mark & Kimberley Elie

K&E Travel Gives Back
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In Honor of 

Steven Wexler

from 
Michael & Amy 

Kopelman
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In Honor of 

Steven Wexler 

and the Wexler 
Family 

Leslie and Michael 
Rosenberg
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Steven- 

We are so proud of you! 

You are such an awesome person! 

Love you- 

The Segal Family
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Charlie,

Words can not express the 
effect that you have on Steven.

You are a major reason that 
Steven is able to enjoy life 

as he does today.

Thank You from the 
bottom of our hearts.

Love, 
Karen and Paul
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Joy,

Thank you so much for 
being Steven’s night owl.

Without you we would not 
be able to re-energize and 
make it through the year.

You have been part of the 
Fire Department for as long 

as we have known you.

You have been saving our 
lives for just as long.

Love, 
Karen and Paul
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In Honor of 
Our Good Friends

Vivian & Gerry Adler

In recognition of all the work 
they do for the Foundation.

Bonnie and Russ Mannis
Caron and Steve Gelles 

Vivian & Gerry Adler
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Rachael, We miss you. You will always be with us 
and will always be remembered. 

We love you.

Frannie, Gabi, Perry, Rebecca, and Sarah
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In Loving Memory of
 

Scott FassScott Fass  

Caring • Selfless • Smiling • Adorable 
Thoughtful • Brave Warrior 

Superhero • Angel 

You are missed every day  

Aunts Adele Fass 
and Barbara (Fass) Young

In Loving Memory of 
our wonderful cousin 

Scott FassScott Fass

We miss you very much.

Cousins Sue Lipkowitz,
Marcel Lipkowitz
and Robert Fass 

93



In Loving Memory of 

Scott Fass 

Always Our Teacher

Sandy and Sandy Goodman

Scott Fass 
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In Loving Memory of 

Scott Fass,

a very special young man, 
who brought joy into the 
lives of all who knew him.

Sue and John Korn  
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In Loving Memory

Of

Maryon Weill
&

Scott Fass

Your courage and dignity in the face of adversity

 is an inspiration to all of us.

Forever you will remain in our hearts.

We miss you both.

Elena, Barry, Andrea, Steve

Matt, Kelly, Joey, Marissa, 

Andy, Jon, and Charlotte
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To honor the memory of

Benson and Pearl 
Ginsburg:

Truly a couple for the ages

Mark and Susan 
Hamilton
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THE PAUL NORMAN GOULD
MEMORIAL FUND

IN LOVING MEMORY

OF

SANA GOULD

and

DAVID GOULD

LOVING PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS and

GREAT GRANDPARENTS

STEVEN GOULD and FAMILY

MARSHALL GOULD and FAMILY
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THE PAUL NORMAN GOULD
MEMORIAL FUND

IN LOVING MEMORY

OF

CAROL SUE GOULD

WE LOVE YOU AND MISS YOU

STEVEN GOULD and FAMILY

MARSHALL GOULD and FAMILY
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THE PAUL NORMAN GOULD
MEMORIAL FUND

IN LOVING MEMORY

OF

PAUL NORMAN GOULD

HE LIVES IN OUR HEARTS FOREVER

STEVEN GOULD and FAMILY

MARSHALL GOULD and FAMILY 
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Remembering

Lisa & Bob Gross

With Lots of Love

Bobbi, Jason & Kevin 

104



In Loving Memory of Our Son and Brother 

David Halle 

 

After 63 years, we remember and miss you, 

Ruth Halle, Esther Marcovici, and Linda Halle 

And the rest of the family who wishes they knew you, 

Richard, Rachel, Gabriel & Devin, Ben & Annie 

Michael & Jack & Sloane 
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GABI,

30 years old! It feels like only yesterday 
that you were born. You’ve grown into an 
amazing person, a wonderful life coach, 
and we’re just so proud of you. Not our 

own words, but this is the journey you’ve 
helped us to see as our own life coach:

“Behind You: all your memories 
Before You: all your dreams

Around You: all who love you
Within You: all you need

Everything is possible, believe in yourself”

Mom & Dad
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Dear Ezra,

You are the most amazing, 
sweetest, bravest, most epic 
young man we know.

We love you! 

Aunt Sherry and 
Uncle Ira
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IN MEMORY OF AUNT BESS

WE WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU

MARC, BRETT, AND BROOKE

WE ARE SAD THAT WE NEVER HAD 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO KNOW YOU.

LOVE YOUR GRAND NEPHEWS AND NIECE
 

ALEX, CARLY, JACKSON, AND RYDER 
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Rebecca,
You are our ray of sunshine! 

We love your optimistic attitude 
and adventurous spirit.

 
We love you so much,

Rich & Sue
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In Loving Memory of

Bennie & Zak

Richard, Joyce, 
& Samara Rosen
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In Loving Memory of Evan Rosenthal
January 27, 1983 – July 17, 2007

“There are stars up above
So far away we only see their light
Long, long after the star itself is gone.
And so it is, with people that we love,
Their memories keep shining, ever brightly
Though their time with us is done.
But the stars that light up the darkest night,
These are the lights that guide us…
As we live our days, these are the ways we remember ~
We remember.”

Memories of our Evan shine brightly every day,
and we pause to remember our wonderful friend and
courageous young man!

You are Forever in Our Hearts

Ronnie and Bob Powers
Lauren, Daniel, Fiona, and Aidan Powers
Julie, Josh, Abigail, and Adam Lurie
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RENETTE MÉROSE SHAFIQ-BERGER

THANK YOU, RENI 
FOR BEING YOU. 
MORE THAN ONE LIFE 
HAS BREATHED EASIER 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE LIVED. 
WE TALK ABOUT YOU        
REGULARLY AND YOU WILL      
ALWAYS REMAIN A PART 
OF OUR FAMILY.

October 8, 1952   October 28, 1984

TAMAR JACOBS
ADDY AND AURIANNE  
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In honor of 
Brian Solomons, 

an inspiration to us all.  

Love, Mom 

In loving memory of
David Solomons

The Solomons 
and Haberman 

Families
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We love you, Steven. 

You make us proud every day. 

Love, 

The Diton Family and 

The Wealth Alliance
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In Honor Of 

STEVEN WEXLER
“A Real Life Superhero” 

Best wishes for a happy 
and healthy year. 

THE ESTEROW FAMILY
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Dear Steven:

We truly admire your courage 
and perseverance.  May this 
year bring only good things… 
health, happiness and a bright 
smile each and every day!

Love,
Mark and Rachel
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In Memory of 

Eric Gottlieb

Love,
The Wexlers
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In Memory of 

Eric ShapiroEric Shapiro

Love,
The Wexlers
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In honor of our wonderful daughter and sister

SARAH ZUCKER
Love, Mom, Dad, Josh, and Shelly (she’s the furry one)
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IN HONOR OF OUR GRANDDAUGHTER: 

SARAH ZUCKER 

How to describe her?

Amazing: what she has accomplished; her cheerful 
attitude (even when confronted with challenges); 
her loving disposition (family, friends, animals- 
especially dogs, chocolate chip cookies), her sense 
of humor, her thoughtfulness.

While we could come up with many more 
adjectives we won’t (we couldn’t stop - intelligent, 
compassionate, empathetic, considerate).

Best is she loves us almost as much as we love her.

Grandma and Grandpa
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In memory of
Zoe’s and Sydney’s brother

ZACHARY

With love,
Steven, Naomi and Sam

In Memory of 

Irene Wohl Bochner

From the Bochners 
and Goldsmiths
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In Loving Memory of 

Zachary Michael Bopp 

 

We love and miss you 

Grandma Ruth Halle,  

Dad and Linda 

 

 

In Honor of 

Michael Brenner
 

Nicky, Priscilla and Harold 
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In Loving Memory

To our most beautiful wonderful 
girl

Falon BrombergFalon Bromberg

From
Mom, Dad & Philip

In Loving Memory of 

Falon Bromberg

Soaring With The Angels Now

Love,
Aunt Susan, Uncle Ira, Jason, 

Bridget, Rose & Caroline
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IN HONOR OF 

FRANNIE COHEN 

OUR INSPIRATION 

THE RAFFLER FAMILY

In Memory of

JILL COPLIN
Beloved Daughter and Sister

1966-1977
&

DIANE COPLIN LIPSITZ
Beloved Wife, Daughter, Sister and Aunt

1968-2010

The Coplin Family
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In loving memory of 

Jill Anne Coplin 

and
 

Dede Coplin Lipsitz

The Homer Family

In Loving Memory of

Maximiliano and Lionel Donzis

Graciela, Carlos, Sebastian, 
Tracie, Sienna, Greyson, 
Ashton, Hernan, Melissa, 
Samuel & Reid Donzis 
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Forever Remembered, 
Forever Missed

Scott Fass

Geri, Harold, Jared, 
Mariel, Blake, Cori, 
Alex, Lexi & Bernie

In tribute to: 
All those with FD and their loving families 

 
The devoted NYU Treatment Center team 

 
 

And with special recognition to: 
 

 
 

I am inspired by all of you and 
I’m proud to be part of the FD community 

 
Lanie Etkind, Executive Director 
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In Memory of Scott Fass
and his FD friends

To my friend and all-star neurologist 
Dr. Alejandra Gonzalez Duarte 

I could not be more proud of your leadership and 
strength at the Center. I know the patients are in 
the best hands. I cannot think of a more thoughtful, 
thorough, and well trained doctor to provide 
care. I know you will take the research torch and 
do wonderful things. You are the very best!

Lucy Norcliffe-Kaufmann
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In Memory of 

Sy Feit

Sandy Z''L 
and 

Larry Greebel

IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF MY NIECE

JAMIE GOLDBLATJAMIE GOLDBLAT

GAIL GOLDBLAT
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EVAN
We are so proud of you and love you very much.

XOXO

In Honor of Evan Kaplan

In Honor of Tio Josh - 

the Best Uncle in the World!!

Love, 
Maddy and Jordan Kietz
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Dear Josh...

To the finest “drum tech”
in the world...

We love you!!

Aunt Ronni
Uncle Phil

Brian, Jacob, Claudia
and the “Wiggler”
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In Honor of

Josh Kietz

Perri & Leo Klingbaum

We love, respect, and admire

Josh KietzJosh Kietz
And his familyAnd his family

The Tortorellas
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In Honor of my grandson

Mitchell Kofsky

and in recognition of

The Dysautonomia Foundation

Sandra Kofsky

With tremendous love for our grandson

EZRA KRESS

We celebrate your 26th birthday with joy,
inspired by your spirit, love, and courage.

Saba and Savta, Bill & Beverly Lebeau
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In Honor of the 
amazing and accomplished

Rebecca NewmanRebecca Newman

With love and admiration,
Cousin Wendy

In Loving Memory
of My Sister

Carly Allison Posner
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All our love, 
Mom, Dad, Jessica, & Aspen 

DEBBIE SCHOENHOLZ 

May 29, 1957 - January 24, 2024

 The Dysautonomia Foundation 
really helped Debbie enjoy life.  

Kaia Dalamo NP, 
Dr. Gonzalez-Duarte, and Dr. 

Millar maintained communication 
with the Grandell Nursing Facility 
and did their best to help Debbie. 

 Debbie, you are a true 
star who made life as 

pleasurable as possible. 
We will miss you so much. 

God bless you. 

 The Schoenholz Family
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For his determination & courage

We honor 

Brian Solomons

Mark & Joan Haberman
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In Honor of

Brian SolomonsBrian Solomons
&&

Steven WexlerSteven Wexler

Sheree & Jeffrey Markowitz
Bette & Jeffrey Rubin
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In Honor of 

Peter Sonenshein

Friend, Artist, Inspiration

With love,

Marsha & Steve Dickstein

In honor and celebration of 
our incredible friend

PETER SONENSHEIN
With love from the 

Hoxter-Levine family

Debi and Ron
Andrew and Heather 

Deanie, Gary, Sylvie and Teddy
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In honor of our 
granddaughter 

Simi SSimi Stteinereiner 

who fills our lives with 
music and love.

“If music be the food 
of love, play on.”

Shakespeare, Twelfth Night
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And the OSCAR goes to…
STEVEN A. WEXLER

For BEST LIFE LIVED with 
PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS,

HUMOR and JOY!

With GRATITUDE from the
ACADEMY & your #1 FAN

Charles Donovan

In Loving Memory of 
Lauren Adler 

Karyl and Asher Miller

In memory of our loving sister, 
Deborah Begin 

In memory of our loving brothers, 
Dov and Yaakov Begin 

All who suffered greatly from Familial Dysautonomia. 
May their memories be a blessing to all who knew them. 

They are greatly missed and forever in our hearts.
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In loving memory of 
Gregory Asher 

Brandt

Always in our hearts.
Mom, Jason & Benjamin

In Honor of 

Michael Brenner
 

Cousins Linda & Bob

Judy Fettman Judy Fettman 
DreyfusDreyfus  

1970 - 2020

We miss her terribly.

Love,
Mom & Dad

To my great friend Rachael Eisenson. 
Think about you all the time. 

Miss all our fun times together.

Love Always

Andrew Sigman
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In loving memory of our dear cousin
Felicia Gail Gold

And with gratitude to the devoted doctors and 
staff of the Dysautonomia Foundation

Joyce and Bern Saxe

In Memory of
Louis Kaley

Roslyn Kaley
Alisa Robin Kaley

Thank you to the staff of the FD Center 
for your care and support.                                           

Stefanie Kaley Linakis

For Our Wonderful Cousin 
Josh Kietz!

Sending Big Love from Massachusetts!!
The Maimans and The Wanzers
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Josh,
We wish you the best of health and joy in the 

upcoming year.  Keep on rockin'!
The Glaser Family

In Honor of Josh Kietz

Law Offices of
Harry Weinberg, PLLC

One Penn Plaza, Suite 2110 
New York, NY 10119

(212) 889-4100
Labor and Employment Law

In Honor of 
Evan White

and
Ezra Kress

David & Betty Roth
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Best Wishes to 

The Newman FamilyThe Newman Family
Phyllis Honig

Rebecca Newman,
You are an inspiration to us all!

Sending lots of love your way,
Eric & Julie, Josh, Lisa & Tony, Jeremy and Aliza

In Memory Of

Ellen Sue Nuger

The Nuger & Weinroth Families

In Memory Of

Dr. Robert Porges

Eugene Lind
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In Honor of Jack and Robin Posnack

You are both heroes and role models for the rest 
of the world. The time and dedication and love is 
endless. You both make this world a better place. 

With love and adoration always,
Jessica and Mitchel Weiss

Chanie, we will always love you - 
to the moon and back!
You made us laugh, smile, and warmed 
our hearts with your kindness.
We miss you everyday!

Love,
Mommy, Daddy, Devorah & Gershie

SAM SERNOVITZ
We are so proud of how much you’ve grown and how you’ve approached 
the opportunities and challenges that come during the teenage years. 
We can’t wait to see what is in store for you in the year to come and are 
grateful for your continued good health and the blessings that you bring 
to us and everyone who knows you.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Daniella, Eden and Peaches
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Ben Solomon, 
you will always be our daily SUNSHINE!!!

1976-1999

With love,
Mom and Adam

In Honor of In Honor of 

Brian Solomons
We are proud to support the FD FoundationWe are proud to support the FD Foundation

The Bochner FamilyThe Bochner Family

In Honor of 

Brian Solomons

Sherrie and Mitch Mayrsohn

Brian SolomonsBrian Solomons
& STEVEN WEXLER& STEVEN WEXLER

With friends surrounding you, 
there is always hope! 

Ellen & Bruce Belsky
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In honor and celebration of
Pete Sonenshein
and his great family.

With love,
Ellen and Steven Wolf

In Honor of 
Steven Wexler

Drs. Ajay & Shashi Berdia

Wishing you great health 
and much love, Steven.

Love,
The Gewirtz Family

In Honor of 
StevenSteven  WWexler exler 
and his Family.

Dayle and Carl

153



Lisa and Lon Goldstein

In Honor of the Wexler Family  

Marvin & Wendy Natiss

With continuing love and respect With continuing love and respect 
to the entire Wexler Familyto the entire Wexler Family

-Ellen Kessler-Ellen Kessler

D: (516) 726-2635
C: (516) 476-7840
F: (516) 829-5857
pluftig@scsai.com

1981 Marcus Avenue
Suite 125

Lake Success, NY 11042

Peter Luftig
Vice President

154



Josh Kietz
Bauman + Krasnoff LLP

Matthew Bernardini
Meme and Art Peponis
Bonnie & Brian Roth
Marci and Dan Settle

Dawn Zappetti & Patrick Sullivan
Anonymous Friend

Rebecca Newman
Laury Hamilton
Herbert Levitz
Edith Rubin

Jack Posnack
Andrew & Jill Feldman

Brian Solomons
Richard Allerton & Catherine Stewart

Rona Cohen
Andrea & Jeffrey Lomasky

Pace Cares
Richard & Robin Reubenstone

Alex & Dawn Seaman 

Friends in Honor Of
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Steven Wexler
Bruce & Pamela Azus

Andy Arvans Restaurant Corp.
The Chipman Family

Driftwood Day Camp, LLC
The Dolgin Family

Julie & Jeffrey Greger
Jody & Mark Gutterman

Jo-Ann Heinish
Jed Kanner

The McGrail Family
Janet & Robert Leeds

Mike & Sue Patti
Brian & Louise Rind
The Starkman Family

Friends in Memory Of

Lauren Adler
Laura and Eric Green

Mitchell Joseph
Carol & Richard Engelson

Philip Wexler
Mr. & Mrs. Monroe Jacobson

Friends in Honor Of

156



Boosters In Honor Of
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Boosters In Honor Of
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Florence Lewis Baker
Barbara & Peter Sperber

Jamie Goldblat
Rich & Karen Heller

Mitchell Joseph
Robert & Catherine Kushner

Samantha Myers
David and Susan Cohen

David Rosenberg
Carla & Jason Rosenberg

Naomi Walker
Ben & Ruth Walker

Boosters In Memory Of

Do you have a loved one who is or was
affected by familial dysautonomia? Do you

wish to ensure the Foundation’s mission
well into the future? Is philanthropy

something you and your family value?

Include the FD Foundation in your estate
plan and become an honored member of

Forever Devoted.

Contact Lanie Etkind at
the Foundation to learn more

212-279-1066; letkind@famdys.org
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The 
FD Foundation 

Remembers

Rachael Eisenson

7/1/88 – 8/6/23
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The 
FD Foundation 

Remembers

Jordan Eric Scherwin

3/3/77 – 2/9/24
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The 
FD Foundation 

Remembers

Debbie Schoenholz

5/29/57 – 1/24/24
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The 
FD Foundation 

Remembers

Roxanne Stein

4/27/59 – 12/19/23
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The 
FD Foundation 

Remembers

Benjamin Taryan

4/14/93 – 12/14/23
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The FD Foundation 
Remembers

Family and Friends 

Dick Franklin

Alyce Joan Freeman

Mark Haberman

Eileen Gold Harris

Tova Israeli

Sylvia Jassie

Harvey Rosenzweig

Mel Sachs

Sylvia Shandler

Harry Weiser

Judy Wener
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IN HONOR OF

STEVEN WEXLER

ALL OUR LOVE,

Rena, Josh, 
Elana & Jacob

Kopelman


